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SCIENCE AND INVENTION

Work of he Worlds Busy Brains in Discovering Inventing and

Creating

cnTRinrns rort Tiin aumy
A little sensation rippled over the sur-faco-- of

tilings at the Chief of Ordnance
sending an order for 3000000 cart-

ridges

¬

to the Frankford Arsenal eoinci
dmtrwlth the breaking out of the Cuban
troubles Tul Russell the Acting Chief
of Ordnance explains that there was no
significance whatever in this fact The
supply of cartridges for the Krag-Jor-gens- en

rille had run so low as a result
of the recent target practice by the
militia and Regulars that it was neces-

sary

¬

to replenish the stock The amount
called for will not last more than a

month or so This fact calls attention
to one well known to chemists that the
new style or cartridges is quite perish-

able

¬

and only a stock can bo made up
sufficient for the needs or n few months
In spite of all the care In manufactur-
ing

¬

the modern smokeless powder there
is always a little acid left which attacks
the cartridge case and reacts upon the
powder It is for this reason that steel
cannot be used and brass must be Steel
will at once be destroyed by the acid
and the cartridge rendered valueless
Brass resists the corrosion a little long-

er
¬

but copper will not stand at all
This fact and chemists have found no

way to obviate it puts us in a predica-

ment
¬

which might be a serious one It
war should break out The capacity of
the Frankford Arsenal is only about
100000 cartridges a day fo that it
would take it about six weeks to make
3000000 These would not last long in

a real war especially such a war as
that of the rebellion and the problem
is what would have to be done The

i

first suggestion would be the prepara- - j
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ridge making machinery to be put into
instant use at any time when war seem
likely

Florida has a queer question of pro-

tection
¬

to native industry Sponge fish-

ing
¬

in Florida waters is a profitable
trade and up until within a year or so
ago has been carried on wholly by the
use of poles with three pronged hooks
attached to the end A year or more
ago a Greek began diving for sponges
and brought a number of his country-
men

¬

over to follow up the business
which proved much more profitable
than the old way The native sponge
fishers are much excited over this and
seek to have a law enacted which will
prevent diving for sponges They claim
that the Greeks are aliens and that in
diving for sponges they trample out a
great many more than they secure and
thus threaten to destroy the industry
Bills are before Congress prohibiting
aliens from sponge fishing and making
it unlawful to deliver at any point in
the United States sponges taken from
the Gulf of Mexico or Straits of Florida
ljy diving A State law prohibits the
taking oi sponges in this manner and
fixes a heavy penalty

The increased use of hydrogen gas
for balloons Is turning the attention of
inventors and manufacturers strongly
to the cheaper production of gas Hy-

drogen
¬

is compressed into steel bottles
for use in the field and especially for
military ballooning and chemists are
looking for a chemical product resem ¬

bling carhld of calcium which will give
off hydrogen on the ndditlon of water
Hydrids of barium and calcium have
been produced and we are given to ex-

pect
¬

that these can be made in a com-

mercial
¬

way which will be much cheap-
er

¬

and more economical to handle than
the comprest hydrogen in steel bottles
At present It takes some five tons of
steel cylinders to which must be added
the wagons upon which they are car-
ried

¬

to produce enough gas to fill a
military balloon of COO cubic yards It
Is claimed that the hydrid of calcium
will furnish as much gas from about
1200 pounds of the product Accord-
ing

¬

to the present price that would
make the cost of a cubic yard of hydro-
gen

¬

from 1 to 150 hut it is hoped
that this can be greatly diminished by
further Improvement

The use of coal tar coloring In giving
a bright and attractive hue to candies
is but too general Public attention has
been called to this and chemists have
been Carefully studying these colors
with reference to their effect upon the
human system and especially upon the
delicate organisms of children There
are more than 2000 dyes now obtained
from coal tar and it is said that every
one but fix of these is more or less
prejudicial to health and many of them
are active poisons

The automobile omnibus system for
passengers is now running very success
fully In Berlin and that pity is ahead of
most of the capitals on the continent In
this application of the automobile The
Omnibus Company of Berlin recently
made propositions to the municipality
which were accepted regarding a uni-
form

¬

rate of 10 pfennigs iO025 for
all distances or the route This rate is
exceptionally low seeing that all the
new omnibus lines which have been put
in operation have a length of over three
miles Some of the lines are nearly
four miles long

R II Little and C D Hagerty who
in company with three expert chaffeurs
left New York Aug 16 In an automo-
bile

¬

seeking to reduce tho transconti-
nental

¬

tourist car record of 33 days ar-
rived

¬

at San Francisco Sept 9 The
trip occupied 21 days eight hours and
4 5 minutes including all stops thus
lowering the record by nearly nine days

Fishermen report from Seward Alas ¬

ka that si new island has been formed
In Eering Sea by a submarine eruption
They say that vast quantities of rock
were thrown up which form a scries of
rugged headlands that the wctuis t
the sea were very warm ne r til l djij
and th air so hot that they were in
able to approach nearer than to get a
long sijrh iif it

There were iviteniod Iajt -

rotary en Ins and one chum

Work of the 1ntrnt Ofllcc

Tor the week ended Sept 11 the Pat-
ent

¬

Ollice issued 539 patents 10 designs
46 trade marks seven labels seven
prints and two reissues making a total
of 611 of which ISO patents and 57
trade marks went to citizens of the
United States and 09 patents and three
trade marks to citizens of foreign coun-
tries

¬

latrv Ilt Ouanl
Again the feminine inventive intel-

lect
¬

has an airing in the Patent Otlice
in a patent granted to Emma L Cole
Smithlield W Va for a pastry pie
guard Those of us of a mature age
think that the only reliable pie guard
against the youth of the family is a
burglar proof safe Apparently Mrs
Cole does not intend by her invention to
protect the toothsome product ot her
handiwork from the all devouring small

boy because she has devised a com-
bination

¬

of a pie plate having an out
wardly directed rim and a guard rim
with a flange rising from the outside
and inclining inwardly to protect the
pies from other damage than that which
may come from the appetites of those
of her household She is evidently a
careful housewife and her wares have
suffered from collision with shelves
jars nnd other solid obstacles thereby
greatly damaging the appearance of
work upon which shy has bestowed so
much loving care

SInrker for Corn VInnterM

Ovlett B James Macksburg Iowa
has patented a marker for corn plant-
ers

¬

which consists of a pivoted arm
with a marker on one end a link pivot-
ed

¬

to the other end and a lever ful- -

crumed to a suitable support These
are intended to adjust the marker and
to pass obstacles

lluuk
Another development of tho feminine

Intellect on the eternal hook-and-e-

question Anna Feageans Chicago 111

has patented still another one of the
multifarious methods by which a sin
gle piece of wire can be bent into an

iMc

effective dress fastener Her device has
a- - single piece of wire bent to form a
plurality of attaching loops at right
angles to one another and then the re
mainder of the wire is bent into a bill
to engage the eye

Parer
Theodore M Guest Syracuse X T

patents a device which it would seem
should have come from a womans
mind It looks to be a very serviceable
parer for fruit potatoes etc made of
a single piece of metal Women are
eminently conservative however ana
most of them have a fondness for some

one individual of the old fashioned case
knives which are around the kitchen
and which has been worn down to a
sharp edge She usually calls this tool
a skinner and will use It despite all
the inventions that can be offered her
for paring purposes

Nrrktlr
John F Sweeney evidently from the

Emerald Isle and Henry Lutz quite as
probably from the vine covered banks
of the Rhine have united their Irish
and German Intellects to produce a new
form of a necktie which they feel will
be as desirable among those who speak
the gutteral language of the Fatherland

-
t

as with the vivacious and pugnacious
sons of Erin The product of these In-
ternational

¬

intellect Is nn attaehnintto a necktie of folded and stitched fibswhich project through slits and fant n
the nt cktie onto the collar button hold-
ing

¬
it securely Th y fondly hope thatthis will add to the dressiness of thewearer and reduce the amount of pro ¬

fanity which centers around the long
enduring collar button

The Invention of ties for wire fenc-
ing

¬
keeps p ue with the bending of wirefor h iiiSi s jh e H Ernest 13 Tobias

non refoblc bottles nln- - car cou - ar ei received a pat nt last
lings fi-- e- ire posts dr nut Ink - ricllvu of be idlng a

r j I a

n wire fen is together
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Combined Square Revel nnil rrotrnctor
Combination tools are all the fashion

at the Patent Oflice now and Edwin H
Long Derby Conn has obtained a pat- -

i -
ent for a Jointed square he two arm
of which are pivoted together and be ¬

tween them is a protractor The tool
can be made either a square or a bevel
of any desired degree

Computing Scale

Allen de Vilbiss Jr Toledo O has
patented a scale which is attached to a

computing chart so that the butcher
or other vendor may at once read the
imount which he should receive fiir the
goods that he places upon the scale

THE GILA MONSTER

The Frnrfnl Looking llrnril of tlir
Southwestern Deserts

There is renewed activity in the dis-
cussion

¬

of whether tiie horrible-lookin- g

Gila monster is really venomous or
not It belongs to the lizard family
and its strongly marked coloring of

TIIE GILA MONSTER

orange and black makes It look particu-
larly

¬

vicious As a matter of fact it Is
a lizard and none ot the lizards unless
possibly one In Mexico and the Gila
monster are venomous The scientific
imtne of the monster Is the Heloderma
horrldum and it Is round principally in
Arizona New Mexico northwestern
Texas while a few have been seen In
southern California They aro most
numerous in the Mohave Desert of Ari-
zona

¬

also along the San Pedro and Mo ¬

have Rivers while the Mexican variety
has its habitat chiefly In the State of
Sonora The lizards are round not only
in the arid valleys but at a compara-
tively

¬

high elevation a proof that they
are extremely hardy and can endure
n considerable range of temperatiire
The extent of the territory in which
they are found has enabled naturalists
to secure a comparatively large number
alive and as already stated their hab
its have been closely observed ly nat
uralists not only in this country but
abroad

It differs from the ordinary lizard in
mary respects besides being much larg-
er

¬

and much more strongly marked
The head Is very prominent comprising
about oni lirth of the total length of
the body Like the back it is thickly
covered with tubercles forming a sort
of armor In the full rrown monster
these tubercles are tinted yellow and
black The exterior of the stomach mil
the surface under the tall are also pro
tected but by scales One of the pe-

culiarities
¬

of the lizard family is that

lD
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A TAMILY OF GILA MONdTERS

the bones of the tail are estremely fra-
gile

¬

and this appendage inquently be ¬

comes detached by accident or when
bitten by some animal Tho Gila mon-
ster

¬

however differ in this rupect as
iu skin is so toush that tl tail forms
one of the strongest portions of its body
In fict It can raise itself to a consider ¬

able hight with its powerful forelegs
balancing itself on the tip of the tail
thus enabling it to climb rocks and oth ¬

er steep ascents
The Mexicans and Indian aro firmly

of the beli f that tho bite of a ilia
monster means instant death vlthout
iinv possibility of remedy This view is
strongly supported by the nunber and
structure of its te th Each law has
from X to 10 which sre long conical
and slightly recurved Eeh tooth hov
ever contains a deep furrow extending
from the sivtrp point to it b ise termi ¬

nating in a duct connecting with glands
This formation is so similar to that of
venomous snakes tlft it lias been ad
vanced as proof thit the bite of the
heloderma Is poisonous The teth are
so deeply imbedded in flesh that ordi-
narily

¬

only the points are revealed but
the grooves aro so large that the saliva
contained In the glands readily exudes
Naturalists who have made a rtudy ot
the many varieties of the lizard family
are of tho opinion that this is the only
one which has teeth Consequently in ¬

terest has been Increased In a ytudy of
Its anatomy and among those who have
given opinions relative to the effecli of
Its bite are some of the most suited
authorities of this country and Europe
With the exception of the teeth and
glands however the monster bears lit-
tle

¬

resemblance to any variety of snake
either poisonous or otherwise It Is very
slow and clumsy in Its motions on ac ¬

count of Its shape It is not timid like
other reptiles howover and when
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threatened with a stick will endeavor to
grip It in its jaws and if It seizes the
stick will hold on like a dog When
angered It ptnjislts breath in a succes-
sion

¬

of quick Asps The breath Is very
fetid anal its oilor can be detected at
some little distance from the lizard It
is sunnosnn tWnt this is one way in
which the monster catch esthe Inserts
and small animals which form a part
of its food supply the foul gas over-
coming

¬

thijm y
The studies ot the scientists as to the

actual venom have not been conclusive
Prof Copo could not find any poison
glands Other scientists thought that
the saliva wap poisonous at least to
birds and small animals Still other
scientists have tried this on these crea-
tures

¬

and found that tho it disturbed
them a great deal none of them died
Dr R W Shufeldt while working m
the Museum at Washington was bitten
by a monster and studied the symp ¬

toms very carefully The wound healed
in a few days without any other ill re-

sults
¬

than the wounds caused by the
teeth There were no symptoms of
poisoning In the London Museum a
frog and a guinea pig bitten by a mon-
ster

¬

died quickly The Indians and
Mexicans believe that even its breath is
poisonous and It may be that it has a
toxic effect on smaller animals

A New Airship
A new airship Is being prepared fo

Its first flight at Mrs Phobe Hearsts
country home at Verona Cal It is the
Invention ofC II Toliver who has pat-
ents

¬

pending in Germany and other for-
eign

¬

countries the laws of which do not
permit a means of transportation of this
kind to be taken on a trial trip until
the letters patent have been issued The
machine has a propeller at each end
and four at the sides for steering pur-
poses

¬

The balloon is rigid and non
collapsible It contnins 190000 feet or
material and will carry 6700 pounds In
addition to its own weight Tills is
equivalent to about 30 people

The machine is 223 feet long and 40
feet in diameter It is cylindrical
and tapers at both ends Its dis-
tinguishing

¬

feature is that the
cabins tare inside the balloon
from which nothing is suspended except
the propellersThere are four

gasoline engines the propellers
being worked with a hair and socket
and being arranged in such a manner
that the machine can be steered with-
out

¬

a rudder and can be turned without
being under headway It is intended
that the new craft shall rise ajiove
stonns

A WISE IULFi KIjEIMIANT

ThniiipMtHilnn Se tinlnn ltomnncc From
li- - WlliIS of Nnhla
Harpers Migazinc

An Instance of the great sagacity of
the elephant in preserving itself from
the attacks of man although almost in-

credible
¬

was related to me by an old
hunter on whom I could thoroly rely
He told me that some ye--- s before
there had been u well known old bull
elephant with a pair of magnificent
tusks which had been long and ear¬

nestly covefe d by every hunter in that
part of tbjv jcountry Their wise old
owner hmyevcf knew that he was
huhtednn3 TiXiJ hitherto frustrated all
efforts to Mwituij him With a view to
his safety lie made It a rule never to
wander from tin rest of the herd but
on the contrarjj always keep as much
as posslll3m nit midst of them and it
had been atfeortyjlned that he never slept
without haVlng posted sentries all
around hinK - On the occasion of which
the hunter was telling me he said that
he had climbed up Into a tree a dom
palm to vjefv the herd from a safe po-

sition
¬

hoping tollnd the bull by chance
unguarded It was noontide and the
veteran required his nap The scene
that followed was unique The old
tusker went quietly round from one to
nnothT of nis followers and drove them
out Into the places they were to occu ¬

py making them stand in a large circle
several yifrxls from ach other with
their heads outward so that they would
be sure to hear or see nny npprotchlng
foe Most of them were evidently well
tutored to their work and understand-
ing

¬

what they had to ilo quetly obeyet
and took up the posts assigned them
but one young male turned refractory
and i nn off The old tusker ran after
Jilm and heading him pushed him
back lushing him with his trunk till lv
had got hm Into position a ain No
sooner however was he placed than
he broke loose a second firie nd was
again pursued but this time the pun-
ishment

¬

was increased by a sound prod-
ding

¬

After screaming with pain and trum ¬

peting with rage the unruly one was
brought to obedience end then a pretty
scene took place Two full grown fe ¬

males we may suppose the mother and
aunt or two sisters of the rebel weni
up to console and comfort him They
strolled him gently with their trunk
rubbed their heads against him and evi ¬

dently advised him to be a good boy
and remain where he was Th veteran
being confident that at 1ist all was sat ¬

isfactory placed himself in he open
space in the Center of the circle and
standing as eiephints Invariably do
while sleeping took his midday rest
and the hunter saw that any attempt
to get at him on that ocesion was as
tiMiiuli hopeless

The sagacious old animal managed
to preserve his life to a very advanced
age but when Infirm and feeble he was
expelled by a young rival from tli herd
and wandered off to Abyssinia when
he was ultinritely shot Had the Nu
bians possessed firearm at the period
When he was in his prime this would
doubtUss have been his fate many
years previously

Some Deep Mint- - Dry
Great depth of mining is not alway

synonymous with largely increased wa-
ter

¬

In fact the deepest mines In the
world are comparatively dry and many
of then are dusty in the lowest level
and water mut be taken below for drill
lug and other purpose In mot deep
mines the greatest volume of water is
encountered about 1S00 feet from the
surface

KrriiiiiKT KrlenilM Willi Iters
London Standard

A contributor mentions a singular
custom adhered to by many country
people whot keep bees It is th it of
telling the bees whenever anything un-
usual

¬

is nhirnt tortale place or his tak-
en

¬

place suyjh aja duith birth or mar-
riage

¬

It Is believed that if this wer
not done thtbeW would leave the hive
or some misfortune would befall th1

Jfamily
In illustratloncthe correspondent ajs

thit his bi other had a good many hives
and some yers ifgo when hli daughter
died the bees all left The old garden-
er

¬

at once attributed it to his having
forgotten to give notice to tile bees
who were duly Informed tho next time
there was a death In the family and
they rimalnfiiltiEiieir hive

ln Slunc i llrnlli
it TH

Iiulsboru ornfponilence Philadelphia
Record

Daniel Packer a farmer recently
tied his dog to n fence opposite a hive
of bees Suddenly the dog began howl-
ing

¬

and the farmer discovered th it tho
animal was literally covered with the
bees which stung It to death within
two minutes

Angered by the killing of his pet
Packer at once destroyed 30 hives of
bees which he had on his farm

Editor National Tribune Permit mo
to thank you for the article on The
Curse of Alcohol In The National Trib-
une

¬
1 havo worked In temperance re-

form
¬

work for many years was a total
abstainer from childhood never took
my ration of liquor when it was Issued
nt Port Hudson and In the hospital and
very few went thnni3h whnt I did and
came out as well That article adds to
faith already oos essed J N Liscomb
2521 Folsom St Loi Angeles Cal

BATTUE OP rKACII TREE CREEK

Something of the Vnrt Taken Iq the Af-

fair
¬

by the 1211th 111

Editor Natienal Tribune I saw In a
recent issue oC Tho National Tribune a
Picket Shot from D H Arnctt Co I
129th 111 Sacramento Cal I am very
glad ib Know tliaj one at least of tho
regiment to which FoClonijcd is alive ions Colonel he said shall I draw
as I have looked long and anxloilsl fofi tlisij- - fire As he stopped swiftly from

linoa from some of them and this Is
tho first I suppose Comrade Arnett
like most of us Is troubled with failing
memory as ho makes some mistakes
with regard to the battle of Peach Free
Creek June 20 1S64 near Atlanta Ga
Now as I quote from a diary in which
I jotted down the scenes and incidents
of that battle the morning after I may
be supposed to be pretty correct in my
statements On June 20 wfo took up
our lino of march at 10 a m Moved
three miles south to fill a gap between
the Fourtli and Fourteenth Corps Our
corps was massed ct noon in a valley
about a mile from tho rebel works W e
threw out a lino of skirmishers who
advanced to a ridge in front oi where
we Intended to build our works and on
which the rebel skirmish line was al-
ready

¬

established Our boys drove the
rebels before them and held the ridge
It was soon discovered that the rebels
were massing preparatory to a charge
through the gap before mentioned
Some of our skirmishers came back
over the ridge and waving their hats
shouted for us to come on Col Ren
HarrNon commanding our brigade
gave the command Forward and
soon we were on the ridge facing the
enemy They had two lines and we one
but in two hours we had driven them
back and were busy building our works
A great many dead rebels Were burled
In our works by the digging up or the
earth Twenty six were thus buried In
front of Co F alone Aa soon as our
works were completed we placed a
chain of guards some distance in front
and as the Corporal was posting his last
two men up jumped from the weeds a
Captain and Lieutenant and 26 privates
They were marched back through t o
V ns prisoners and a mighty proud
Corporal and two guards went back to
their duties In the fight our regiment
captured 81 prisoners and one stand of
colors We lost 12 men killed and 46
wounded Our division found dead
wounded and prisoners 1S00 rebels
Among the wounded was a woman who
afterwards died of her wounds I did
not see the 2d Mass Band or any other
band behind our regiment and do not
know why it should have been there
as It was not brigaded with us I never
did see a brass band or any other on
the firing line in an open field fight and
think the comrade must be mistaken
as he also Is when he says we belonged
to the Fourteenth Corps It was the
Twentieth Hookers old corps com¬

manded at that time by Gen Williams
T It Harmon Co F 129th III Fres-

no
¬

Cal

A Orcnt Paper

Editor National Tribune A great
newspaper is greater than the meas-
ure

¬

of the stature of any man Hence
to The National Tribune the undersign-
ed

¬

accords even Iinre distinguished con
sideration than the high regard he ex
tends toward any individual comrade
who aids In producing ror its beneficiar-
ies

¬

every one of its readers I one of
these this incomparable Journal whose
magnanimous mission it is to care for
him who has borne the battle and for
his widow and orphans

Directly after April 22 last the day I
remitted my subscription to you my
Chart came to hand and with It quite
unexpectedly two handsome prints in
color illustrating military uniforms of
to day viz First Lieutenant Signal
Service Sergeant Major Engineers The
Lioutenant I no slouch himself but
that Major and Ill tell you this right
now that Major is the real custard
Now permit me to blow my own horn
a toot or two Forty five ye irs ago this
writer was First Sergeant Co A 2d VL
During the action at Bull Run on Sun-
day

¬

July 21 1S61 our Sergeant Major
Win Guinan by name a Mexican War
veteran lost a part or more of one hand
and was sent to the rear This writer
was Just then quite a little huy and a
whole lot fiustrated up on the right or
our line when up come Adjt Ladd
helltosplit and afoot at that Well
Im bound to admit that it was rather
warm that day for hosback exercise
The Adjutant had been down at the
center with the Colonel Capt Wul
brldge says he Col Whitings com-
pliments

¬

and you will send your First
Sergeant over to the left to act as Serge-

ant-Major Instructing him first to re-

port
¬

to Maj Joyce I heard every word
and wished I was back In that dear
Reniiington Vt However I went down
the line to my new post and by main
force and awkwardness managed to
hold down the Job until early in Sep-
tember

¬

when I was commis ioned Sec ¬

ond Lieutenant and assigned to Co H
Our Adjutant a townsman and friend of
mine always addressed me as Major
thus as you may imagine tickling my
fool vanity no end So then this writ-
er

¬

became a Sergeant Major 4 J years
ago

The other day when I sent you my
subscription I figured that It should
expire Nov 22 In the current year I
note however that you have given me
credit away up to April 23 1907 Well
thte break on your part is only of a
piece with your treatment of me ever
since 1 was so fortunate as to make
your acquaintance The superb cour-
tesy

¬

I have received at your hands ha
been invariable and unremitting so that
whenever my mental glance falls upon
The National Tribune and Its directorate
or management the entire outfit shows
up In an old light and from any point
of view

I hope at some other time to be able
to tell you how completely I appreciate
It Apologies to O Henry and Col
liers E W Appleton Cincinnati O

Fori Monltrlr
Editor National Tribune Seeing In

The National Tribune the statement
that J E Stephens of the 6th Ind
Cav was an escaped prisoner at the
time of the evacuation of Charleston
and the surrounding fortifications that
he helped pull down tlv rebel flag from
Fort Moultrie and saved the fort from
being blown up at that time I wish to
pay thnt there is a mistake somewhere
I remember well Lieut John Hnckett
of Co M 3d R I H A with a picked
crew left Morris Island for Fort Moul ¬

trie and while on the way across Bat-
tery

¬

I near Fort Moultrie was blown
up 1 saw from my position a beat with
two men crossing from Sullivans Island
These two men I always understood
were rebels and the first time that 1

ever heard anything else was when I
read the statement of Stephens In The
NfiJonal Tribune Now Lieut Hnckett
was the man who pullctl down the flag
and hoisted the regimental llig- of the
3d R I H A over Fort Moultrie and
this I can prove by Lieut Hnckett him
eeir Now if Stephens was an escaped
prisoner why did Hnckett threaten to
shoot him if he did not set into the
boat and go back SMouItrle with him
Why did he have on the uniform of the
South Carolina Confederate Band and
his Instrument with him at the timj
Was Jit an escaped prisoner or did he
enlist In the rebel service from the pris-
on

¬

pen Concening the saving of Fort
Moultrie there are many claims to that
honor Alfred B Ejown Co D 3d R
I II A Pawtucket

Iarormnllnn Wnntnl
Can anyone give any Information con-

cerning
¬

William H Bell who was in
the Philippines during the Spanish
American War what State he enlisted
from what company and regiment ho
belonged to He was born In the Isle
of Man England and came to this
country about 17 or 18 years ago His
father is trying to find him and has lost
track of him for 12 years

-

THE BUCKTA1LS
Conllnned from pose

almost quivering on his Colonels lips
could only be carried out at a dreadful
cost With heroic devotion he resolved
at the price of his own life to reduce
the tnll to he taken frnm his comnnn- -

oenlnd a lrpB ii long nno oi reu iuum- -

showed over the crr of the hill and
without flinching pierced by a Vliv 2j
balls Martin Kelly dropped dead Col
Kane ever watchful and alert perceived
at once that the line In front of him not
only greatly outnumbered hi scanty
command but was stretching out to-
wards

¬

the left threatening to envelop
Its Hank and Instantly he ordered a de-
tachment

¬

of his small band to drive
back the menacing force Wounded in
the leg early in the fight leaning against
a tree he directed his rapidly falling
men The oppodng lines drew closer
together and as the Rucktalls by a
withering fire drove back the attack
that swarmed towards their Hank the
rebel line nppeared to crumble and for
a moment It seemed as though success
would attend the efforts of the devoted
band At this moment Gen Turner
Ashby on foot appeared in front or tho
Confederate line urging his Virginians
forward His horse had been shot un-
der hlm hut unditmted he sprang for-
ward

¬

ordering the men to cease tiring
and use the bayonet Ashby was rid ¬

ing a horse belonging to Lieut Willis
He was now killed and Ashby

was on foot Losslngs Civil War in
America Vol II p 39r Charge
men he shouted Tor Gods sake
charge Stonewall Jackson and the
American Civil War hv Lieut Col C
F R Henderson Vol I p 4 IT also
John Esten Cookes Military History
of Stonewall Jackson His regiment
rallied for a moment Then one of the
Rucktalls took deliberate aim and fired

Rates states that the shot was fired by
Corpl Holmes who was lying mortally
wounded on the ground In this he I

almost beyond the slightest doubt In
error The man believed to be the real
marksman is still living but though
proud of his membership in the regi-
ment

¬

prefers to remain unnamed In this
case With the crack of the rifle Ash
by the beloved General of the Confed-
eracy fell dead The stern Tackon
valued Gen Ashhy so highly that In his
ofHciil report he said As a partisan
officer I never Inew his superior his
daring was proverbial his powers of
endurance almost incredible his tone
of character heroic and his sagacity al-
most

¬

intuitive in divining the purpose
and movements of tho enemy O R I
XII i p 712 Col Kane who a pris-
oner

¬

vas taken to Gen Ewells head-
quarters

¬

is reported as saving that upoe
an officer reporting to that General that
the Confederate forces hid gaind a glo-
rious

¬

victory driving the enemy from
the field Gen Ewell exclaimed Gen-
eral

¬

I am astonished that you should
have the face to come into mv presence
and claim a ictory such vlctorier
would drive us to hell before we ar
ready to go Shame shame that not
over 100 men should so nearly destroy
one of my best brigades and worse that
I must lose the brave Gen Ashby who
had to take command of your brigade
in person in order to prevent defeat I
would not have lost him for a regiment
such as you Capt John P Bart
dated that this conversation was re
ported to him by an officer to whom
Col Kane had repeated it Thoug
plainly somewhat exaggerated and dis-
torted

¬

It is douhtIes nearly correct and
the fact that Col Kane had been s
elissmate of Gen Ewells and was
therefore more likelv to speak franklv
to him mav explain how the latter
alone amongst the Confederates seem
to have had an accurate knowledge of
the strength of the Bucktall battalion

A Fierce Close Fight
Col Kane was wounded arraln in the
breast and Lieut Wolfe approaching
him said Colonel shall I send two
men to carry you back we cant stay
here any longer if we dont get out
ri xht speedily we will all be captured
With bulldog courage the Colonel re
sponded You are doing nobly Lleu- -
touant give them About the
time that Gen Ashby fell the 1st Md
under CoU Bradley T Johnson came to
the a3sl dance of the 3Sth Va Raging
at the loss of their brigade commander
and led by Johnson the two regiments
charging forward till but 150 feet sepa-
rated

¬

the combatants redoubled their
ittack on their foes now reduced in
numbers to between 50 and 60 Con-
vinced

¬

that the support he expectet
would not arrive with his own force
but half the size it had been an hour
previously while the enemy had bear
strengthened by fresh troops Col Kane
reluctantlv as the darknes gathered
ordered his men to retreat Capt Tay
Iir of Co H succeeded In drawing off
the survivors numbering but 52 Un-
willing

¬

to leave Ills commander alone
wounded he returned to the field to
recover the body if dead or to assist
him if still living With Kane he wa
made a prisoner Recognizing his chiv
Mrov conduct the Confederates offered
him his parole but he refused as did
also Col Kane

Manv stories have been told about
this battle On the Union side the loss
of the Bucktall was at first underesti
mated though the bravery of the men
was immediately recognized Gen
Bayard In his renort dated Harrison-burc- -

June 7 1SG2 to Assistant Adjt
Gfn Breck sey- -

Col Kane hau a fight with a regi-
ment

¬

of infantry He was wounded and
taken prisoner also Capts Tavl- - oid
Rlanchard and I lent Swavne wounded
Ho lost 25 men The Bucktalis foughl
splendidly

In Gen Fremonts general report of
lie Valley campaign referring to this

I octlon he rays

-

¬

¬

¬

¬

i

¬

lien Fremonts Report

Almost Immediately after getting in
to the timber the Rille3 encountered p
regiment of cavalry with artillery and
a regiment of Infantry from which they
received a very damaging fire A vcrv
severe engagement of half an hour fol-

lowed
¬

during which the Rifles lost up-

ward
¬

of 40 In killed wounded and miss-
ing

¬

Col Kane was wounded and taken
prisoner Capt Taylor a prisoner Capt
Rlanchard shot through both legs nnd
Lieut Swayue wounded This noble
body of Riflemen is entitled to the ex-

pression
¬

of my warm admiration for
excellent conduct and efficiency during
the march and for distinguished bravery
on this occasion Lieut Swayne died
in the hospital n Hnrrisburg and Capt
Rlanchard although he succeeded in
rejoining the regiment nrnr Sharpsburg
In October was so crippled that he was
compelled to resign In December suf¬

fering constantly his wounds the seat
of erysipelas his subsenuent life ha
been little better than daily torture M

though not mentioned In thU dispatch
Capt Oiffnd of Co C was also severe-
ly

¬

wounded and weikened both In this
way and by exposure vraJ compelled to
resign Nov 17 1S62

The Philadelphia Inquirer of June 10
1862 published a report of the skirmish
and gave the loss as three killed 37
wounded and nino misdng This report
has many obvious errors in the spelling
of the names The muster rolls of
Syphers HUtory of the Pennsylvania
Reserve Corns show the Ios as 37
killed wounded and captured Not tak-
ing

¬

Into account those missing but not
captured the muster rolls nt the end of
the present volume show Killed seven
wounded 39 captured 5 No official
renort covering tne los entailed In thi
affair had been discovered but the I03
as given In the muster rolls Is believed
to be correct with the exception or two
names as yet unidentified

The fact that the regiment was en ¬

gaged against troops of Ashbys Brigade
led Bates In his History of the Penn-
sylvania

¬

Volunteers to write so as to
give the impression that the entire Con
federate brlgide Inrantry cavauv im
artillery were in aftual contact wlPi
Kanes battalion further he states thit
a published rebel statement gav tic
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Confederate loss as 559 As a matter offact the Confederate artillery was iniction for Col Munford commandingven Ashbys Brigade in his report ofthis engagement dated Feb 2G 1863ays
As soon as our forces became en¬

gaged the Yankee cavalry advanced to
the support of the Bucktalis I ad-
vanced

¬
with my command to meet themind getting within easy range I opened

with two pieces of Chews Battery
which had been masked in the rear ofthe cavalry and drove them from theirposition

Whether Gen Bayards orders to Col
Kane were to hold hl3 position should
he strike the enemy or to return in 40
minutes his desire and attempt to re-
lieve

¬
the hard pressed battalion are thus

established beyond dispute That he
lid not do so was owing to his strict
orders not to bring on a general engage-
ment

¬

which must have inevtably re-
sulted

¬

had he either continued to ad-
vance

¬

or called for reinforcements Hardis it must have been to the intrepid
cavalry leader he was compelled to re-
main

¬

Inactive and pray dumbly that
his Bucktail battalion would return be
fore it was annihilated

Iosh Inflleteil on the Hneniy
Gen Eweli reporting the loss sus-

tained
¬

by his regiment gives it as fol-
lows

¬

KllleJ Wounded Jtbslnc Tola
1st Md 6 11 17
3Sth Va 11 39 3 53

17 50 3 70

So gallant wa3 considered the con-
duct

¬

of the 1st Md in this battle thatthe following order was Issued

General Orders- - No 30
Headquarters Ewells Division June

12 1862
In commemoration of the gallant

conduct of the 1st Md Regiment on the
Rh of June instant when led by Col
Bradley T Johnson they drove back
with loss the Pennsylvania Bucktail
ftitles in the engagement near Harrison
urg Rockingham County Va author-

ity
¬

is given to have one of the captured
jucktails the insignia of the Federal
egiment appended to the color staff
f the 1st Md

By order of Maj Gen Ewell
James Barton Assistant Adjutant
General

Gen Bradley T Johnson in a letter
lated July 9 1898 to First Sergt WmJ Rauch stated that the regimental
Ug to which the trophy was attached
vas carried at the battle of Cross Keys
luring the rest of the Valley campaign
Jie Seven Days battles and till the resi-
lient

¬

was mustered out on Aug 12
IS62 The flag and the trophy were then
presented by the regiment to Mrs John
ion

Had the Confederates realized the
mallnes of the force with which they
ontended surely this order would not
lave been promulgated As to the actual
urength of the Confederate regiments
irobably no more trustworthy informa
lon can be obtained than that contained
n the following letter from Col Johu
on

The Woodlands Va Amelia Court
louse Aug 8 1S9S
T II Ryan Esq

My Dear Sir Your correspondence
villi me Is very Interesting After 36
cars I learn for the first time that you
lad only part of four companies 104
nen I had 275 men present in ranks
n the 1st Md and the 5Sth Va must
lave had 200 or more So you fought
Ive to one Our loss was 17 killed 50
vounded and three missing 70 in all
V game fight for you and 1 heartily
engratulate you on it

Thi shows how little we old soldiers
cnew of what we were doing I have
Iways thought that you were almost
xterminated- - for I saw no one reach
he other side of the field after you
jroke that covering Anyhow it wa3 a
iretty hard fight all around

You put three balls Into my horse
Old would hae killed me dead sure If
vhen the second ball struck him he
lad not thrown up his head and caught
the buLt Intended for me

Good luck to you and all the old
Bucktalis Yours

Bradley T Johnson

Thomas H Ryan was a Cornoral in
o G Gen Johnson always exhibited

Ltnat in flia ljllnrrS of his SrlTTi- e-

trrie minnnents until his death Oct 5

1905 and only unavoidable circum-
stances

¬

prevented his attending some of
he Bucktail Reunions He had the en-

graving
¬

of the battle made which is re-

produced
¬

in this volume designing that
he money obtained from the sale of
opies should be devoted to the erection
f a monument to commemorate the

Maryland line The receipts proving
cry slight this plan was abandoned
Thui nt the lowest estimate the bat-

talion
¬

had engaged five times its num-
ber

¬

and wns conscious during the en-

tire
¬

time It was under lire that not only
were other regiments within call of
their opponents but that at any mo ¬

ment the enemy could obtain support
rom artillery and cavalry The desper

atenoss of the combat and the nocuracy
of the battalions tiro are attested bv the

f ren Anhhvs horse was shot A

moment before he himself fell a victim
to the Bucktail marKsman ien johh
sans horc received three bullets and
wo successive color bearers of the 1st

Md dropped badly wounded Nor did
he BucKtails suffer less A newspaper

correoondent reports that he saw at
he hospital one man who though
vounded in three places had been
brought back A wounded olllcer in
reply to an inquiry told him Why

ou see I was told to deploy some men
as sklrmtsners una raure
moved 30 yards we were breast to breast
with a whole regiment of rebels It wa

fight but as forno use of course to
retreat I knew the Colonel would nt

hear of It so we went In


